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The U.S. Sustainability Alliance – Our Story

THE U.S. SUSTAINABILITY ALLIANCE

Set up under a USDA export-oriented program with support 
from 8 trade associations to share the values of U.S. 
farmers, fishermen and foresters and supply chain partner 
regarding sustainable practices and conservation programs.

2012

2024 Today there are 28 exporter associations 
(Cooperators).



Agri-Bulk
Animal/Seafood & 
Related Products

Specialty

American Feed Industry 
Association

Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute

Almond Board of 
California

American Seed Trade 
Association

Food Export USA Northeast
American Hardwood 
Council

North American Export 
Grain Association

Leather and Hide Council of 
America

American Peanut 
Council

USA Rice
North American Renderers 
Association

California Prune Board

U.S. Grains Council
USA Poultry & Egg Export 
Council

Cotton Council 
International

U.S. Soybean Export 
Council

U.S. Dairy Export Council
Florida Department of 
Citrus

U.S. Wheat Associates U.S. Meat Export Federation
Food Export Association 
of the Midwest

U.S. Livestock Genetics 
Export

Inter-Tribal Agricultural 
Council

Organic Trade 
Association

North Caroline 
SweetPotato 
Commission

Softwood Export Council

U.S. Dry Bean Council

U.S. Dry Pea and Lentil 
Council

USDA FAS USSA Cooperator Members



EU – U.S. PARTNERS IN AGRICULTURE TRADE
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EU - U.S. Trade in Agricultural & Related Products

US AgExports US AgImports

2014 – 2023 in USD Billions

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census via GATS/USDA



EU – U.S. Top Trades

The products from our farms are already 
present across each other’s dining tables . . 
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• The EU ranks fifth in total U.S. global exports

• The U.S. is the second most important 
destination for EU products, behind it’s top 
market – UK

• Collectively, the members of the U.S. 
Sustainability Alliance export almost two-thirds 
of the U.S. food and agriculture related products 
to the EU-27

$16.5 bill.

$8.7 bill.



In the United States, farming 
is a family business

• 1.9 million farms in 2023 
covering 879 bn acres

• Average farm size in 2023 
was 464 acres

• 95% are family owned 

U.S. FARMS & PRODUCTIVITY



Productivity and conservation are both 
key to sustainably feed a growing world:

• Agricultural output between 1948 and 
2021 increased annually by 1.5% while 
land in farms and labor declined

• Improved animal & crop genetics - 
new technologies (GMOs), equipment, 
precision farming 

• New technologies help farmers be 
more sustainable

U.S. FARMS & PRODUCTIVITY



U.S. SUSTAINABILITY: CHANGING PERCEPTIONS

▪ Sharing the values of America’s 
farmers, fishermen and foresters and 
their sustainability & conservation 
practices

▪ Establish U.S. producers as good-
faith participants in the global 
challenge of sustainability, based on 
more than a century of environmental 
protection and conservation

▪ Develop relationships with EU 
audiences to ensure ongoing 
collaboration, dialogue & exchange of 
information & ideasOctober 2024: EU officials from Czech Republic, Poland & Spain meet 

with U.S. Sustainability Alliance Washington DC and on Iowa farm visits



U.S. AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY

Toward the Shared Goal of Sustainability
Predictable, Consistent Supply of Safe Products - Diverse Agricultural Profile - Continuous Environmental Improvement



U.S. SUSTAINABILITY ALLIANCE: TELLING THE STORY OF U.S. AGRICULTURE



U.S. COMMITMENT TO CONSERVATION



SUSTAINABILITY: OUR CHALLENGE
DIFFERENT PATHWAYS TO THE SAME GOAL



SUSTAINABILITY: OUR CHALLENGE
DIFFERENT PATHWAYS TO THE SAME GOAL

▪ Sustainability is a global challenge, but 
requires local solutions

▪ U.S. ambition of achieving a 50-52% 
reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 
which goes hand in hand with investment 
on climate-smart agriculture and forestry. 
This move is helping U.S. farmers be 
more proactive with agricultural 
sustainability

▪ Climate change and food security top of 
global agendas, there is an opportunity 
for the EU and U.S. to better align 
policies affecting agriculture and trade.



Thank you

www.thesustainabilityalliance.us

http://www.thesustainabilityalliance.us/


U.S. LAWS AND AGRICULTURAL SUSTAINABILITY

Department of Agriculture

Conservation Compliance

Conservation Reserve Program

Conservation Stewardship Program

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

Technical Assistance and Other Conservation 
Programs

Coordinated Framework for the Regulation of 
Biotechnology

National Organic Program

Lacey Act



U.S. LAWS AND AGRICULTURAL SUSTAINABILITY

Department of Commerce

Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Management & 
Conservation Act

Environmental Protection Agency

Clean Air Act (including air emission aspects of 
CERCLA and EPCRA)

Clean Water Act

Renewable Fuel Standard and Biofuels Policy

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act



U.S. LAWS AND AGRICULTURAL SUSTAINABILITY

Department of Health and Human Services

Food Safety Laws (including USDA laws)

Department of the Interior

Endangered Species Act

Department of Labor

Occupational Safety and Health Act
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