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25 March 2010
All-Party Group highlights threat to horticultural research at Warwick HRI

An influential cross-party grouping of MPs and Lords is calling for an independent review of the potential impact on the UK’s agricultural science base of the planned merger between Warwick HRI and the University of Warwick’s Department of Biological Sciences. 

Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture, and herself a former Defra Minister, has this week written to Environment Secretary Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP and University of Warwick Vice-Chancellor Professor Nigel Thrift, to express the Group’s concern that the merger places the internationally renowned Warwick HRI site at Wellesbourne under threat of closure.  

With most of the academic staff at Wellesbourne already facing redundancy from May this year, alongside large numbers of post-doctoral researchers, scientific technicians and skilled farm staff, Ms Kennedy is calling on Mr Benn to intervene personally in the merger process to ensure its impact on the UK's agri-food science base is fully assessed and understood before further research capacity is discarded. 

“There are already serious concerns about a progressive erosion over the past 25 years of the UK’s capabilities and infrastructure for applied agricultural and horticultural R&D,” said Ms Kennedy.  

“This merger could jeopardise an important part of our remaining capacity at a time when policy imperatives recognise the urgent need for such research to address the threat to food security posed by population growth, climate change and environmental degradation.   

“Members of the All-Party Group fully support calls for a proper independent review of the potential impact of these changes on the UK’s ability to meet the food security objectives set out in the Government’s recent Food 2030 Strategy,” she said. 

· ends - 

Notes

The letters from Jane Kennedy to Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP and Professor Nigel Shrift are attached as Word files.
In a personal capacity, Ms Kennedy has also tabled an Early Day Motion in the House of Commons as follows:
EDM 1142

HORTICULTURAL RESEARCH AT WARWICK HRI
That this House is concerned that the planned merger of Warwick Horticultural Research Institute (HRI) and the University of Warwick's Department of Biological Sciences will result in the closure of the internationally renowned Wellesbourne site, further eroding the UK's applied agricultural and horticultural research capabilities at a time when policy imperatives recognise the urgent need for such research to address the threat to food security posed by population growth, climate change and environmental degradation; calls for the redundancy process facing most of the academic and skilled technical staff at Warwick HRI to be halted pending a proper independent review of the potential impact this merger will have on the UK's ability to meet future food security objectives; and asks the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs personally to intervene to ask the University of Warwick to consider the impact of this decision on the UK's agri-food science base.
Further information about the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture is available on the Group’s web-site at:  www.appg-agscience.org.uk
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