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NEWS RELEASE

22 October 2009
Jane Kennedy to chair All-Party Group on agricultural science and technology 

Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, former Minister responsible for science at Defra, has been confirmed as the new chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science in Technology in Agriculture. 
 
The All-Party Group, which involves members from both Houses of Parliament, aims to promote debate among UK politicians and other stakeholders on the role of science and technology in meeting the challenges facing 21st century agriculture. 
 
“Food security is our most basic human need, and continued advances in agricultural science and technology will be essential to feed a rapidly increasing world population in the face of climate change and limited natural resources such as land and water,” said Ms Kennedy. 
 
“I am delighted to play an active part in raising the profile of agricultural science, and to take forward the valuable work initiated by David Kidney MP, my predecessor as chair.”
 
Over the coming months, the All-Party Group will focus on a review of the research targets and needs of different sectors – horticulture, livestock, arable – and the role of collaborative research between the public and private sector in delivering those objectives. 
 
“There is increased recognition among politicians that renewed public investment in research of practical benefit to agriculture and food production is needed,” said Ms Kennedy. 
 
“Ensuring maximum impact from public sector expenditure will depend on dynamic and progressive partnerships with the private sector. At a time of major change in the organisation of collaborative research within Government, our aim is to identify and advise on the most effective models for public /private collaboration in delivering measurable progress on the ground.” 
ENDS 

Notes:
Further information about the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science & Technology n Agriculture is available on the Group’s web-site at www.appg-agscience.org.uk <http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk> 
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