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Set up in April 2002 after things went 

wrong: 

- BSE 

- GM crops 

- MMR & autism 

 





1999 - House of Lords Committee set up 

Inquiry into Science and Society 

 
Å  All scientists blamed the media 

 

Å  All media blamed the scientists 

 



Report published June 2000  

  

Recommended new initiative to sit on the 

front line between science and the media - 

especially when controversial science 

stories hit the headlines 

 

The Concept of the Science Media Centre 

was born 

 



The Science Media Centre UK opened for 

business in April 2002 

  
With a poll that showed that 90% of the general 

public get most of their information about science 

from the media 

     (MORI poll, 2002) 



Policy decisions and public debate informed by 

accurate, evidence-based scientific information in 

the news media 

 

 

To make it easier for journalists to access the best 

science when stories hit the headlines and to ensure 

that more scientists engage with the media when 

stories hit the headlines 

 

 

Reliable, fast, accurate, authoritative, independent, 

media savvy 

Vision 

 

 

 

Mission 

 

 

 

 

Values 



SMC Philosophy 

 
" Weôll get the media to óDOô science better 

when scientists óDOô media better " 

 



Abbott Laboratories 
Airwave Solutions 
Alcohol Research UK 
Alzheimer's Research UK 
Associated Newspapers Ltd including Daily Mail, Mail 

on Sunday, Evening Standard and Metro 
Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) 
AstraZeneca 
Baxter 
Bayer 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 

Council (BBSRC) 
Boeing 
BP International Ltd 
British Pharmacological Society 
British Psychological Society 
Cancer Research UK (CRUK) 
Cardiff University 
Chemical Industries Association  
Chilled Food Association 
Coca-Cola 
Colgate-Palmolive 
CropLife International 
The Drayson Foundation 
Dept for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) 
Dept of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) 
Diamond Light Source 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
EDF Energy 
Elsevier 
EnergySolutions 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 

(EPSRC) 
European College of Neuropsychopharmacology 
ExxonMobil 

Food Standards Agency (FSA) 
The Gatsby Charitable Foundation 
GE Healthcare 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) 
Human Tissue Authority (HTA) 
Imperial College London 
Independent Climate Change Email Review 
Institute of Food Science and Technology 
Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and 

Technology (IMarEST) 
Institute of Physics 
Institution of Chemical Engineers (IChemE) 
The Institution of Engineering and Technology (The 

IET) 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE) 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) 
John Wiley & Sons 
Life Technologies 
L'Oreal 
Mental Health Foundation 
Mental Health Research Network 
Mental Health Research Network Cymru 
Merck Sharp & Dohme (MSD) Ltd 
The Met Office 
Mobile Manufacturers Forum 
Mobile Operators Association 
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) Association 
Monsanto UK Ltd 
Medical Research Council (MRC) 
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 

(NICE) 
Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 
Nature 
New Scientist 
News International Ltd including Times, Sunday Times, 

Sun and News of the World 
Novartis UK 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) 
Oxitec 
PR Works 
The Physiological Society 
Research Councils UK (RCUK) 
Rolls-Royce 
Royal Academy of Engineering 
Royal College of Pathologists 
Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
The Royal Society 
SAGE 
Sanofi Pasteur MSD 
Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 
Scottish Mental Health Research Network 
Shell UK Ltd 
Siemens Plc 
Society for Applied Microbiology (SfAM) 
Society for General Microbiology (SGM) 
Society of Biology 
South London and Maudsley NHS Trust Charitable 

Funds 
Springer science+business media 
Syngenta 
Technology Strategy Board 
Tate & Lyle 
UCB 
UK Cleaning Products Industry Association 
Unilever UK 
University of Portsmouth 
Wellcome Trust 
Wi-Fi Alliance 

Current Funders 



Main Strategies 

 

Rapid Reactions - responding to breaking stories 
 

Media Briefings - scientists set the agenda 



Media Briefings 

Scientists set the agenda 



Tell Them First 



12 July 2004 

Launch of multi-million pound 

research programme to grow 

pharmaceuticals in crops 

Press Briefing 



Science Media Centre Briefing 
 

What? Launch of multi-million pound research programme to grow 

pharmaceuticals in crops 

 

When? 10.30am, Monday 12 July 2004 

 

Where? Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle Street, W1S 4BS 

 

There has been much talk about the potential for producing vaccines and 

treatments in plants and these so called ópharmingô techniques do have 

precedents, such as the successful development of the hepatitis B vaccine in 

modified tobacco plants in Cuba.  But now, thanks to a multi-million pound EU 

research project, the prospect of human trials of plant-derived treatments is on 

the horizon for the first time in Europe. 

 

On Monday several leading scientists will brief the media in London and Munich 

on the new research programme which will explore the use of GM plants in the 

development of treatments for some of mankindôs most devastating diseases, 

including AIDS, TB, rabies and diabetes. 

 

Speakers include: 

 Professor Julian Ma, the Scientific Coordinator of the project, from 

 St Georgeôs Hospital, London 

 Professor Phil Dale, the projectôs Biosafety Coordinator, from the 

 John Innes Centre in Norwich  



Anne Delaney  BBC 

Rob Winder  Chemistry and Industry 

Tom Heap  BBC 

Robin Yapp  Daily Mail 

Ian Sample  Guardian 

Tim Hirsch  BBC 

Tom Feilden  BBC 

Jonathan Amos  BBC 

Tim Moynihan  PA 

Richard Woodman APM 

Val Elliott  Times 

Steve Connor  Independent 

Mark Prigg  Evening Standard 

Julian Rush  Channel Four News 

Amanda Haag  Nature 

Attendees 



Coverage 
 

Monday 12th July: 

Evening Standard 

PA 

BBC Online 

BBC 1, 6 and 10 oôclock news 

Radio 4: World Tonight 

Scotsman 

 

Tuesday 13th July: 

Independent 

Guardian 

Times 

Mail  

Cape Times 

BBC News Online 

12 July 2004 



The Times 

The Guardian 

The Independent 

The Daily Mail 



Link to the Hot Issues 



9th July 2007 

Farming and Climate Change  

News Briefing 



Science Media Centre Background Briefing 
 

What ? Farming and Climate Change 
 

When? Monday 9th July, 10.30am 
 

Where? Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle Street, W1S 4BS 
 
 We hear so much about the contribution of transport and energy to climate change but very little about 

how agriculture is adding to the problem.  Yet farming is both a major cause of, and a victim of, our 
changing climate.   

 
 ¢ƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ aŜŘƛŀ /ŜƴǘǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ 

about how farming can be made into a tool to mitigate some of the worst effects of climate change and 
how plant science is being developed to ensure that our crops (and those of the developing world) can 
adapt to a changing climate.   Issues to be covered include: 

 
 Iƻǿ  ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŀǇǘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǿΩǎ ŦŀǊǘǎΚ 
 Some agricultural scientists estimate that the process used to produce our nitrogen fertilisers contribute 

more emissions than aviation?  One scientist will explain how we could genetically modifying plants to 
fertilise themselves. 

 Could farmland soils be used to capture more carbon? 
 Would a move to low tillage farming reduce overall emissions? 
 Are drought resistant crops on the horizon? 
 
 Speakers include: 
  Giles Oldroyd - John Innes Centre 
  Eric Ober ς Brooms Barn research 
  Michael Abberton ς IGER  (Institute of Grassland s and Environmental Research) 
  David Powlson - Rothampstead Research 
  Jeremy Dyson ς Syngenta Crop Protection 



Attendees 
Lewis Smith  The Times 
Fiona Harvey  FT 
Tom Feilden  Today Program 
Michael Kahn  Reuters 
Andrew Blake  Farmers Weekly 
Matt McGrath  BBC World Service 
Andrew Smith  BBC Farming Today 
Rehana Jawadwana  Daily Mirror  
Jo McFarlane  Daily Express 
Fiona MacRae  Daily Mail 
Martha Roberts  The Guardian 
Charles Clover  Telegraph 
Andy Coughlan  New Scientist 
David Adam  The Guardian 
Nora Dennehy  BBC Radio Science unit 
Mike McCarthy  Independent 



Times 
10 July 2007 



Create Media Opportunities 



16 March 2006 

Launch of a new report from ACRE 

Press Briefing 



Science Media Centre Briefing 
What? Launch of new report by ACRE 

When? Thursday 16 March 2006 

Where?  Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle St W1S 4BS 
 

Á  Is society losing out on the environmental benefits of new agricultural technologies because regulators 

are only interested in the potential harm? 

Á  Should all new technologies undergo field trials like the Farm Scale Evaluations of GM crops before 

farmers are allowed to introduce them? 

Á  Is it sensible to have exhaustive environmental risk assessments for some new crops while others with 

similar characteristics are introduced with no equivalent tests? 

 

In response to a request from the Secretary of State for Environment and Rural Affairs,  ACRE is 

publishing their report on the wider implications of the Farm Scale Evaluations of genetically modified 

herbicide tolerant crops. 

Compiling the report has allowed some of the UK's leading environmental scientists to expand on some 

of the points they made when the FSEs were being published about the dangers of focussing a huge 

spotlight on the dangers of GM while apparently ignoring the environmental impacts of a wide variety of 

other new non-gm farming techniques and technologies. 

The report proposes a detailed new approach to regulating new technologies and presents six case 

studies of how it could work in practise (including the energy crop Miscanthus and winter wheat). 

 

Speakers include: 

ÁProf Chris Pollock  Chair of ACRE, previously chair of the Farm Scale Evaluations of GM crops 

ÁProf Jules Pretty   Professor of Environment & Society, University of Essex  



Call for crop regulation changes  
All new farming techniques in the UK should be assessed for their 
environmental impact before they are introduced, leading scientists say.  

We've had changes in agriculture ever since agriculture began  
Prof Chris Pollock, Acre  

Full farm-scale tests focus too much on 'the 

disbenefits of this technology', the GM scrutiny 

committee said.  

 

Deputy chairman Professor Jules Pretty added: 

'We need to ensure that society does not lose 

out on the potential benefits of new 

technologies because we are looking too 

narrowly at the problems.' The 

recommendations were described as bizarre by 

green campaigners and consumer groups.  

Daily Mail 
REUTERS Newswire 

 

Regulators should assess possible environmental 

benefits of genetically modified crops (GMO) as 

well as their potential to cause damage, scientists 

who advise the government say. 

 

"The current regulatory system is flawed because 

it doesn't weigh (the) damage against the potential 

benefits for the environment," the Advisory 

Committee on Releases to the Environment 

(ACRE) said. 



30 March 2011 

Meet the Giants of Plant Science 

News Briefing 



Science Media Centre News Briefing 
Experts discuss the role of GM plants in fulfilling the needs of the modern world 

  
What? Meet the Giants of Plant Science 

 

 When? 10.30 am Wednesday 30th March 2011 
 

Where?  The Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle Street, W1S 4BS 
  
According to the UK's plant scientists, plants lie at the heart of solutions to several major human problems - the  'perfect storm' 
outlined by John Beddington of climate change, food shortages and  increasing population. For example in food security, we need 
crops that are drought and disease resistant, for biofuels, we need cellulose sources that will grow on nonagricultural (marginal) land, 
to respond to climate change we need to adapt plants to grow optimally in drier, more salty, wetter, warmer and colder conditions, as 
the climate changes where they are now grown.  And the UK's plant scientists are in the lead in researching new and innovative ways 
to improve yields while also reducing the impact of agriculture on environment and improving food quality to deal with nutritional 
deficiencies.  
  
Interestingly the UK's four major plant science institutions have relatively new leaders and a brand new plant science institute is 
about to open in the University of Cambridge.  Add this to the fact that the coalition government has indicated that it will soon 
announce its new policy on GM crops, the SMC thought the time was right to invite you to meet the giants of plant science in the UK. 
  
Speakers include: 
  
Professor Dale Sanders  - John Innes Centre director 
Professor Maurice Maloney - Rothamsted director 
Dr Tina Barsby ς CEO and director of the National Institute of Agricultural Botany  
Professor Sophien Kamoun ς Head of The Sainsbury Laboratory, Norwich 
Professor Elliot Meyerowitz - Inaugural Director, Sainsbury Laboratory at Cambridge University 
 



Journalists attending 

Jeremy Cook BBC 

Mike Swain Daily Mirror 

Mark Henderson Times 

Louise Grey Telegraph 

Tom Feilden BBC Radio 

Andy Coghlan New Scientist 

Alok Jha Guardian 

Elizabeth Gibney Research Fortnight 

  





Shout about the problems 



27 July 2008 

The future of GM field trials 

Background Briefing 



Science Media Centre Background Briefing 
 

What?  GM Field Trials ï what future after latest trials destroyed? 

 

When? 10.30am, Monday 28 July 2008 

 

Where? Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle St, W1S 4BS 
 

As Government ministers call for the re-opening of the debate on GM crops, many people have raised the 

following questions: 

 

Å Can GM technology deliver the kinds of useful traits that have been promised but not delivered? 

Å Can they do so without a negative impact on biodiversity and the wider environment?   

 

One way of answering those questions is with GM field trials and Professor Howard Atkinson from 

Leeds University has been running a field research trial on nematode resistant potatoes to test whether 

certain traits can be used in plantain and banana in developing world.  The trial is publically funded and 

carried out in collaboration with researchers in Uganda.  However the research is now on hold after the 

trial was destroyed by anti-GM activists last month. 

 

The SMC has learned that Howard and others are planning to meet with Government ministers to discuss 

the importance of field trials on new varieties of GM crops and call for greater protection of these sites. 

We have invited Howard into the centre to brief journalists on his work on developing controls for 

nematode resistance for subsistence crops in Africa and Asia and how his research has been setback by 

the destruction of his crops. 

 

Speakers also include 

Professor Wayne Powell  - Director of NIAB, (National Institute of Agricultural Botany).  NIAB runs field 

trials on behalf of some GM companies 

Professor Jim Dunwell - University of Reading and member of ACRE, Advisory Committee on Releases 

to the Environment 



John Harvey BBC Radio 4 Farming Today 

David Derbyshire Daily Mail 

Ian Sample The Guardian 

Mike Swain Daily Mirror 

Richard Gray The Telegraph 

Will Surman Farmerôs Guardian 

Nigel Hunt Reuters 

Katherine Jacob Sky News 

Emily Beament Press Association 

Pallab Ghosh BBC News 

Zoe Corbyn Times Higher Education 

Fiona Harvey Financial Times 

Journalists attending 



Farmer's Guardian 

GM trials need more protection says leading scientist 

Press Association 

SCIENTISTS DEMAND GREATER PROTECTION FOR GM TRIALS 
BYLINE: Emily Beament, PA Environment Correspondent 

The Guardian  

Food: Scientists want top security for GM crop tests  
· Both trials approved in UK this year were attacked 
· Demand for 'freedom to gain knowledge' 

Daily Mail 

Researchers want crop trial sites kept 

secret to beat the anti-GM protestors 

Financial Times 

Vandals hold back biotech research 





Talk about potential benefits 

as well as risks 



15 November 2007 

Getting Omega-3 into the food chain 

News Briefing 



Science Media Centre and  
British Nutrition Foundation News Briefing 

 
What?  Getting Omega-3 into the food chain ς GM crops and farming practices. 

 
When? Thursday 15th November at 10.00am 

 
Where? The Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle Street, W1S 4BS 

 
Lipgene is a five year EU-ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ΨŀƎǊƛ-ŦƻƻŘΩ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
levels of omega-3 consumption, including GM crops and new farming practices. On the 15th of 
November Lipgene will reveal their newest results at a conference in London, and the Science 
Media Centre invites you to a briefing beforehand.  
 
Key scientists involved in the Lipgene  project will discuss the science behind enrichment of our 
food with omega-3. 
  
Speakers include: 
Professor Christine Williams - Professor of Human Nutrition at the University of Reading 
 
Professor Ian Givens - Director of the Animal Science Research Group at the University of Reading, 
and expert on the relationship between animal nutrition and animal-derived foods. 
  
Professor Jonathan Napier - Metabolic Engineering, Crop Performance & Improvement Division, 
BBSRC Rothamsted Research.  

 



Alok Jha  Guardian  
Nic Fleming Telegraph  
Marina Murphy Chemistry and Industry  
Mark Henderson Times  
Fiona MacRae Daily Mail  
Mike Swain Mirror  
Felix Adams National News Press Agency  
Helen Briggs BBC  
Karen Williamson Freelance  

Attendees 



Times 
16 November 2007 

Daily Mirror 
16 November 2007 



Guardian 
16 November 2007 



17 January 2011 

GM chickens ς stopping the spread of 
avian flu 

News Briefing 



Science Media Centre News Briefing 
GM chickens ς stopping the spread of avian flu 

  
What? GM chickens ς stopping the spread of avian flu 

  
When? 10.30 Wednesday 12th January 2011 

  
Where?  The Science Media Centre, 19 Albemarle Street, W1S 4BS 

  
Avian flu is a major concern and huge efforts are being invested into tackling the problem. Scientists have been looking at ways of 
genetically modifying chickens so that they will no longer be able to spread the virus. 
  
Come to the Science Media Centre to hear about the research, to be published in Science, and ask questions such as: 
  
Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ŀ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŦƭǳΚ 
Is this a long-term fix or a short-term patch before the virus evolves? 
Will the chickens be safe to eat? 
Can we expect to see these GM chickens in the supermarkets? 
Could we do this to pigs and other animals, or even humans? 
  
Speakers include: 
  
Prof Helen Sang, Professor of Vertebrate Molecular Development, Roslin Institute and R(D)SVS, University of Edinburgh 
  
Dr Laurence Tiley, Senior Lecturer in Molecular Virology, Department of Veterinary Medicine, University of Cambridge 



Journalists attending 

David Derbyshire Daily Mail 
Alok Jha Guardian 
Mark Henderson Times 
Clive Cookson FT 
Kate Kelland Reuters 
Lawrence McGinty ITV 
Julian Rush (Sent info) Channel 4 
Mike Swain (Sent audio&info) Mirror 
Susan Watts (Sent audio) Newsnight 



PRINT: 

Guardian: quotes Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

Reuters: quotes Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

 Reuters: quotes Laurence Tiley 

 FT: quotes Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

 Daily Mail: quotes Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

 Independent: quotes and interview with Helen Sang and Laurence Tiley 

 BBC: quotes Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley, interview with Helen Sang 

 Channel 4: quotes and interview with Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

 Nature: quotes Laurence Tiley 

 New Scientist: quotes Laurence Tiley 

   

BROADCAST: 

Channel 4 News 7pm: interview with Laurence Tiley 

 ITN News: interview with Helen Sang, Laurence Tiley 

 BBC Farming Today: interview with Laurence Tiley 

 

Coverage 




