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Impact of EU pesticide approval plans 

Notice of forthcoming meeting – 28 October 2008

I am delighted that Sean Rickard of Cranfield University has agreed to address the All-Party Group later this month to present his assessment of the impact of European Commission proposals for new pesticide approval regulations. Sean is a well-known economist, author and broadcaster, formerly chief economist at the NFU and a regular commentator on the economics of agriculture and food. 
The meeting will take place from 4.30 to 6.00pm on Tuesday 28 October in The Thatcher Room, Portcullis House. A fax-reply form is attached to this update. 
Background

Many members of the group will already be aware of the the very real and deepening concerns over the impact of proposed new EU pesticide approval criteria on crop yields, quality and food prices. 
The European Commission’s proposals introduce so-called ‘cut off’ criteria for the removal of pesticide products based on an assessment of hazard, rather than risk. According to reports published earlier this year by the UK’s Pesticide Safety Directorate and ADAS, if the Commission’s proposals are adopted, UK farmers could lose up to 15% of currently approved pesticides. These include critical products for the production of field vegetables, as well as important triazole fungicides whose removal would result in a 20-30% reduction in UK cereal yields. 

The proposals are now entering second reading stage in the European Parliament. If MEPs adopt the amendments tabled on first reading, this could lead to the removal of around 85% of all EU-approved pesticides. The PSD report warned that: ‘If the full potential impact of the current Parliament proposals were realised, conventional commercial agriculture in the UK (and much of the EC) as it is currently practised would not be achievable, with major impacts on crop yield and food quality.’
Last month, in a letter to the Prime Minister, a consortium of leading trade associations along the UK food chain, from farmers through to food retailers, called for the European Commission to undertake and publish a full EU-wide assessment of the impact of these measures on crop production, food prices and public health before the Regulation is agreed. A copy of the letter is attached to this update.  

Sean Rickard’s analysis, summarised in the attached Cranfield University report entitled ‘What Price Protection?’, provides an assessment of what the proposals mean for consumers, including a doubling of retail prices for fresh produce, 10% food price inflation across the board and a disproportionately adverse impact on lower income families.

It promises to be a timely and thought-provoking meeting. The proposals do appear to be at odds with current imperatives to boost agricultural productivity and tackle the causes of rising food prices. Sean Rickard’s presentation will provide an important opportunity for members of the Group to consider what steps should be taken to ensure the impact of the proposals is fully assessed and understood. 
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The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

