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Update from David Kidney MP, Chair



2 April 2009

APPGSTA Annual General Meeting 
The first AGM of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture took place on 24 March. All Members should already have received a copy of the Group’s Annual Report for 2008/09, reviewing the highlights of what has certainly been a busy and productive first year. 

I am pleased to report that the existing team of officers was re-elected to serve for the coming year on the agreement of all Members present, and that Lord Haskins was nominated and elected as an additional Vice-Chair. Officers of the Group for 2009/10 are as follows:

Chair


Vice-Chair

Vice-Chair

Vice-Chair

David Kidney MP
Earl of Selborne

Dr Evan Harris MP
Lord Haskins

GM crops present and future - is it time to re-open the debate?

Guest speakers at the open meeting following our AGM provided an assessment of the global impact of GM crops, as well as an insight into the future pipeline of crops and traits. A full report is available. 
Graham Brookes, an agricultural economist, concluded that from 1996-2006, biotech crops boosted global farm income by $33.8 billion while reducing pesticide use by 286 million kg. In 2006 alone, GM crop cultivation had reduced carbon dioxide emissions by 14.8 billion kg – equivalent to taking 6.6 million cars off the road. Significantly, some 53% of the total $6.9bn farm income gain in 2006 went to farmers in developing countries such as Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, India and China. 
According to Dr Julian Little, chair of the agricultural biotechnology council, the pipeline for GM maize and soybean over the next 10-15 years will include agronomic applications (disease and pest resistance, yield), climate-proofing traits (drought tolerance, N-use efficiency) and crop quality traits (healthier oils – eg long-chain Omega-3, low phytate to reduce phosphorus emissions from livestock). 

Discussion following the presentations highlighted concern over the language and context used to present GM technology. While the statistics were impressive, and the scientific arguments largely won in relation to safety, more work was needed to address consumer concerns and demonstrate the potential benefits of the technology to individual members of the public.
New reports published on UK crop productivity and food security

Two new reports of interest to Members have recently been published. ‘The potential to increase productivity of wheat and oilseed rape in the UK’, a report by ADAS researchers to the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser, identifies long-term opportunities to double output of these two crops while also reducing greenhouse gas emissions and protecting biodiversity. Achieving these objectives will, however, depend on concerted public investment and support for scientific and technological R&D. 

‘Feeding Britain’, published by The Smith Institute, is a thoughtful collection of essays by leading experts from the agricultural and policy-making communities, analysing the specific challenges facing food production and security in Britain. Again, investment in long-term R&D programmes that seek to improve productivity and efficiency is identified as a priority. 

Both reports are available to download from the resources section of the APPGSTA web-site at:  http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk/resource.html
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The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

