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Jane Kennedy nominated as new APPGSTA Chair

Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, former Minister responsible for science at Defra, has agreed to become the next chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture. 

Her nomination is sponsored by Lord Selborne, and seconded by Lord Haskins. Subject to members’ support, Jane’s first meeting as chair will be on Tuesday 20 October 2009, when the Group meets to discuss R&D in the UK horticulture sector. 

Council of Food Policy Advisors issues First Report

The new Council of Food Policy Advisors, established by Defra Secretary Hilary Benn in October 2008 to provide advice on a range of food policy issues, published its first report earlier this month.

The Council has identified three early priority areas to focus on:

· Defining an environmentally sustainable healthy diet; 

· Government setting an example via public sector food procurement; and 

· A UK fruit and vegetable strategy to boost consumption and production.

Looking further ahead, the Council has called for the links between social and natural science to be more closely aligned, and for gaps between upcoming needs and R&D to be identified, working closely with the Foresight work on the future of farming and food. 

The Council’s report highlights a significant drop in UK ‘self-sufficiency’ in fresh produce, with overall domestic production of fruit and vegetables declining to 37% of demand in 2008 compared to around 55% self-sufficiency between 1988 and 1993. In developing a fruit and vegetable strategy for the UK, the need for increased R&D support – with an emphasis on innovation and knowledge transfer – is highlighted as a priority, alongside initiatives to increase consumption, raise consumer awareness and interest in local production, and to improve relevant education and skills training.     

A full version of the Council’s report is available in the resources section of the APPGSTA website at: http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk/resource.html
Next All-Party Group meeting – Horticulture R&D 

The theme for the All-Party Group’s next meeting is extremely timely in view of the renewed focus on domestic production and consumption of fresh fruit and vegetables. Our autumn programme of meetings will explore the research targets and needs of specific sectors, with a particular focus on the success of public / private partnerships – including the role of collaborative R&D programmes such as LINK – in delivering those objectives. Our first meeting will focus on the UK horticulture sector – details as follows:

Tuesday 20 October 2009, 4.30-6.00pm, Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House

UK horticulture sector – research targets and needs, role of collaborative R&D

Speakers:

Dr Chris Atkinson, Head of Science, East Malling Research

Neil Bragg, Chairman, Horticultural Development Company

Professor Simon Bright, Director, Warwick HRI

Group contacts:

Daniel Pearsall, Administrator
Tel: 01487 831425
E-mail: daniel.pearsall@frontfoot.uk.com
The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

