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Defra Minister Jane Kennedy to speak at All-Party Group Meeting on 19 May

I am delighted that Defra Minister for Farming and the Environment, the Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, will join our next meeting on Tuesday 19 May. As Minister responsible for the Government’s Farming for the Future Programme, this will provide a key opportunity to understand Defra’s perspective on the role science and technology have to play in supporting the development of a farming sector which, in line with the programme’s objectives, ‘is profitable in the marketplace, produces the majority of the food we consume, makes a positive net environmental contribution, and manages the landscape and natural assets that underlie it.’ 

This meeting will also give Members and Stakeholders a chance to update the Minister on the All-Party Group’s activities, and to pose some of the key questions raised in the course of our work, eg:
· Is our science policy and R&D framework fit for purpose to meet the challenges of food security and climate change?

· Does our policy and regulatory framework foster or stifle innovation?

· Is the policy balance right between productivity and environmental protection?

· Is the transmission of research from laboratory to field working effectively, and focused on the right priorities?

I do hope Members will make every effort to attend this meeting – Tuesday 19 May, 4.30 - 6.00pm in the Grimond Room, Portcullis House - to put these and other questions to the Minister. 

Invitation to attend Intellectual Property event in the House of Commons

As Chairman of the All-Party Group I have received an invitation extended to all Members to attend an early evening reception in the House of Commons on Thursday 25 June, organised by the Intellectual Property Awareness Network (IPAN). The purpose of the meeting is to improve awareness of intellectual property protection and its role in stimulating innovation and wealth creation. The Minister, Rt Hon David Lammy MP, will introduce the reception.  

Intellectual property protection plays a key role in supporting the development of improved products and technologies in agriculture. If you would like attend this reception please contact the organiser, Dids Macdonald by e-mail at didsm@acid.uk.com or by telephone on 0845 644 3617.      
New report published on global food security 
The International Policy Network, a London-based think-tank, recently published a report entitled ‘Feed the World: The Challenge of Agricultural Development’. This highlights the success of the Green Revolution in supporting yield increases in major commodity crops, indicated by a 75% decline in real prices of wheat, rice and other cereals between 1950 and 1985. But the paper also suggests that low commodity prices created complacency among policy-makers, who meddled with market forces and neglected investment in technological improvement during the era of cheap food.  
The study’s author Professor Douglas Southgate, of Ohio State University, suggests that current government policies – such as bans on food exports in emerging economies, support for biofuels development and restrictions on agricultural biotechnology – have made the recent food crisis worse. The report urges Governments to eliminate political barriers to food production and distribution, and calls for a renewed commitment to agricultural research and development.  


The IPN report is available to download from the resources section of the APPGSTA web-site at:  http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk/resource.html
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The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

