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BBSRC consults on future research priorities for food security
The Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) has become the latest organisation to launch a major consultation on food security. With a predicted doubling in global food demand by 2050, complicated by climate change as well as a range of other social, political and economic factors, BBSRC is seeking to develop a ‘road map’ for future research needs, focusing initially on the next 5-10 years. The following key messages and priorities are highlighted:

· The need for effective collaboration between Government, Research Councils and the private sector – nationally and internationally;

· The critical role for translating research into commercial practice, and to transfer knowledge;
· The need for sustained investment now to significantly increase the UK’s research effort and meet future skills needs – otherwise it will be too late;

· The urgent need for long-term research and training programmes, underpinned by investment in the UK’s agricultural research infrastructure which has been eroded over the past 20 years;

· Research priorities include increasing crop and livestock productivity while reducing greenhouse gas and other emissions, reducing losses from pests and diseases, enhancing food safety and nutritional quality, and reducing waste throughout the food supply chain. 

Details of the BBSRC-led Food Security consultation are available at www.bbsrc.ac.uk/consultations. The deadline for responses is 17 July 2009. 

Science Trail at Cereals

I am pleased to report that so far six members of the All-Party Group have accepted the invitation to visit this year’s Cereals Event in Cambridgeshire on Thursday 11 June, and to join representatives of other sectors - food industry, research funders and Government officials – on a science and technology trail to demonstrate practical examples of the latest research and knowledge transfer in arable agriculture. During the tour, experts will briefly present a specific aspect of their work at a number of stop-off points including Rothamsted Research, BSPB, John Innes Centre, NIAB, and the new Defra Food and Environment Research Agency. The tour will conclude with a buffet lunch.

If any additional Members would like to join the Science Trail I am sure this can still be arranged – return coach transport is being provided from Westminster. Please contact Daniel Pearsall if you would like to attend – e-mail daniel.pearsall@frontfoot.uk.com or tel. 01487 831425. 

British Institute of Agricultural Consultants – AGM

On behalf of the All-Party Group I attended and spoke at the recent Annual General Meeting of the British Institute of Agricultural Consultants (BIAC) on 14 May in London. The future of UK Government support for agricultural research and development was a central theme, with familiar concerns raised about the decline in funding of applied research, the lack of co-ordination in delivering research into practice, and the urgent need to invest in training the next generation of agricultural scientists. 

APPGSTA meeting – Defra Minister Jane Kennedy MP
Increased support for translational and applied science, and a need for clarity on the future of Defra LINK collaborative research were among the priorities put to Jane Kennedy MP, Minister for Farming and the Environment at Defra, by Members and Stakeholders at the recent APPGSTA meeting on 21 May. The Minister highlighted the increased emphasis being placed, across all Government departments, on measures to support food security and cope with climate change, and the vital role science would play in helping farmers produce greater yields with less environmental impact. A report of the meeting is available on the APPGSTA web-site at www.appg-agscience.org.uk
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The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

