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Wheat quality improvements – nabim reception
We are extremely grateful to the National Association of British and Irish Millers (nabim) for hosting a drinks reception for members of the All-Party Group on 16 December. The hospitality was excellent, and attendees enjoyed a presentation by Dr Sam Millar of Campden-BRI on the progress made to improve the quality of UK-grown wheat for bread-making. Over the past 40 years, the UK’s historical dependence on imported North American wheat for bread-making has been reversed, thanks to improvements in baking technology and the development of high protein, hard milling varieties of wheat. Until the mid-1960s, imported wheat typically accounted for up to 65% of our bread-making requirements. Today as much as 90% of our bread is produced from home-grown varieties.      

Dr Millar described the UK wheat supply and processing chain, which adds an estimated £2.3bn in value from primary processing to retail. He also provided details of two successful LINK collaborative projects whose objective is to identify the genetic factors influencing bread-making quality in wheat varieties – and so develop the necessary markers and information to help plant breeders improve the precision and success of future breeding programmes. A copy of Dr Millar’s presentation is attached.    
Food security – letter to Hilary Benn 
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn has announced the membership of his new Council of Food Policy Advisers, established to advise Defra on food security issues. His speech to the Fabian Society on 10 December focused particularly on the problems facing developing countries and the need to secure a new climate change deal. The text of his speech and details of the new Food Policy Council are attached to this update for information. I remain convinced that the UK has a key role to play in meeting global food demands, not only by optimising our own productive capacity, but also by providing the research tools and knowledge-base to support agricultural production in other parts of the world. I have written to Hilary Benn on behalf of the All-Party Group seeking a meeting to discuss the vital role of agricultural science and technology, and a productive UK agriculture, in meeting future food needs. 

Next All-Party Group Meeting – Wednesday 28 January 2009
Please make a note in your diary that the Group’s next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28 January when two eminent speakers from the research community – Professor David Leaver and Professor Jonathan Jones - will address concerns over the increasing gap between basic research and applied R&D – referred to in the NFU’s recent Why Science Matters for Farming document as the ‘fractured’ R&D pipeline - and what the UK science base needs to ensure effective delivery of new knowledge into practical, on-farm application. The meeting will take place from 4.30 – 6.00pm in the Grimond Room, Portcullis House.
Professor David Leaver, former Principal of the Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester, chairs the Defra LINK Sustainable Livestock Programme. He is the lead author of a report issued earlier this year by the Commercial Farmers Group, entitled ‘The need for a new vision for UK agricultural R&D’, which documents a significant decline in the growth of UK agricultural productivity since the mid-1980s, coinciding with reductions in public sector support for agricultural R&D. 
Professor Jonathan Jones FRS is Head of the Sainsbury Laboratory in Norwich, where he leads a research team using molecular and genetic approaches to study disease resistance in plants. He received his Phd from Cambridge University, and conducted postdoctoral work at Harvard University. Head of Sainsbury Laboratory 2003-  and Professor at University of East Anglia 1997-. He is a former editor of Plant Cell and Genome Biology and is a regular contributor and commentator on plant science issues in the media.  
Group contacts:

David Kidney MP, Chair

Tel: 020 7219 6472
E-mail: kidneyd@parliament.uk


Daniel Pearsall, Administrator
Tel: 01487 831425
E-mail: daniel.pearsall@frontfoot.uk.com
The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

