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Technology Strategy Board - new models for collaborative R&D in agriculture 
The All-Party Group’s next meeting on Tuesday 1 December offers an exceptional opportunity to understand the changes currently taking place in the organisation and funding of agricultural research – and to progress the Group’s inquiry into of the role of collaborative research between the public and private sector in delivering the research targets and needs of different sectors.   

The potential implications of a transition in Government support from Defra LINK programmes to the Technology Strategy Board’s recently launched Agri-Food Innovation Platform has been a recurring theme at the Group’s previous meetings – seen as a potential threat to continuity of research by some, an opportunity to drive innovation by others. 
With high-level speakers from the Technology Strategy Board, Defra and the Biosciences Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN), Members and Stakeholders will have the chance to hear first-hand, and question, how the new arrangements will operate in practice. Confirmed speakers are:

Dr Sue Popple, Deputy Director, Farming & Food Science Group, Defra

Dr Alex Chaix, Lead Specialist – Sustainable Agriculture & Food, Technology Strategy Board

Paul Mason, Head of Development, Technology Strategy Board

Dr Chris Warkup, Director, Biosciences Knowledge Transfer Network

The meeting will take place on from 4.30 - 6.00pm on Tuesday 1 December 2009 in the Thatcher Room, Portcullis House.

New Sustainable Agriculture and Food Innovation Platform - Background
The Technology Strategy Board is an executive non-departmental public body (NDPB), established by the Government in 2007 and sponsored by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS). Its stated role is to stimulate technology-enabled innovation in the areas which offer the greatest scope for boosting UK growth and productivity – through promotion, investment and knowledge transfer  - and to advise Government on how to remove barriers to innovation and accelerate the exploitation of new technologies. 

It was announced in October 2009 that the Technology Strategy Board, together with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) and others, would bring government, business and researchers together in a major initiative to stimulate the development of new technologies to increase food productivity, while decreasing the environmental impact of the food and farming industries. 

The new programme – called the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Innovation Platform – will see investment of up to £75 million over the next five years in innovative research and development areas such as crop productivity, sustainable livestock production, waste reduction and management and greenhouse gas reduction. The TSB’s expected overall contribution is up to £50m. 

The first research call under the new programme has also been announced, in crop protection. This collaborative R&D competition will open in January 2010, with up to £13m available to help growers (arable and horticulture, forage and non-food crops) respond to the dual challenges of increasing crop productivity while reducing the environmental impact of production. In particular, with the prospect of some widely used insecticides, fungicides and herbicides likely to lose approval from 2010, this call aims to help meet new and existing EU regulations on the approval and use of pesticides.   
Group contacts:

Jane Kennedy MP, Chair
Tel: 020 7219 4523 
E-mail: stapletonj@parliament.uk
Daniel Pearsall, Administrator
Tel: 01487 831425
E-mail: daniel.pearsall@frontfoot.uk.com
The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), Agriculture & Horticulture Development Board (AHDB), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

