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David Kidney

Many of you will already be aware that David Kidney was recently promoted to a Ministerial position at the Department for Energy and Climate Change. Sadly this means that although David will remain an active member of the All-Party Group, he can no longer continue as Chairman. I am sure Members and Stakeholders of the Group will want to join me in congratulating David on his appointment, and in thanking him for the commitment and enthusiasm with which he has chaired the Group since its launch in March 2008. David has also kindly agreed to help in identifying a new chair to take the Group forward.   

Science Trail at Cereals

Two Members of the All-Party Group were able to visit this year’s Cereals Event in Cambridgeshire on Thursday 11 June, joining representatives of other sectors - food industry, journalists, research funders and Government officials – on a science and technology trail to demonstrate practical examples of the latest research and knowledge transfer in arable agriculture. Stopping-off points included Rothamsted Research, BSPB, John Innes Centre, NIAB, and the new Defra Food and Environment Research Agency.  
APPGSTA web-site

A reminder to Members that the All-Party Group’s web-site at www.appg-agscience.org.uk is regularly updated with relevant news stories, information and reports of relevance to science and technology in agriculture. The web-site also provides a public resource where information about the Group’s activities – meeting reports, presentations and updates – is available to download. 

Autumn meeting programme

All-Party Group meetings scheduled for this autumn will consider the research targets and needs of the horticulture and livestock sectors, with a particular focus on the success of public / private partnerships – including the role of collaborative R&D programmes such as LINK – in delivering those objectives. 

Further details will follow, but please make a note of the following dates in your diary:

Tuesday 20 October 2009, 4.30-6.00pm, Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House

Horticulture sector – research targets & needs, role of collaborative R&D

Tuesday 17 November 2009, 4.30–6.00pm, Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House

Livestock sector – research targets & needs, role of collaborative R&D

Group contacts:

David Kidney MP, Chair

Tel: 020 7219 6472
E-mail: kidneyd@parliament.uk


Daniel Pearsall, Administrator
Tel: 01487 831425
E-mail: daniel.pearsall@frontfoot.uk.com
The Group’s activities are supported by a range food, farming and research organisations:
Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC), agricultural biotechnology council (abc), British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB), Crop Protection Association (CPA), Maltsters Association of Great Britain (MAGB), National Association of British & Irish Millers (nabim) National Farmers Union (NFU) and the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB).

