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Technology Strategy Board meeting

The APPGSTA meeting on 1 December was well attended by members and stakeholders keen to hear more about the Technology Strategy Board’s new £75 million Innovation Platform for Sustainable Agriculture and Food. 

For many, the establishment of an Innovation Platform within TSB, focused on the clear objective of producing more food with less environmental impact, provides a welcome signal that the Government is serious about supporting near-market innovation in agricultural research. However, others highlighted concerns over the impact of closing Defra LINK programmes, particularly in sectors or research areas which were out of scope for TSB. 

More immediately, the meeting highlighted concerns over the status of industry levy contributions within TSB. Since levy bodies such as AHDB were defined for state-aid purposes as Non-Departmental Public Bodies, TSB rules meant funding from such organisations could not be treated as matched funding from industry. With the TSB’s first competitive call on crop protection just weeks away, members and stakeholders called for this issue to be clarified as a matter of urgency. 

A report of the APPGSTA meeting is available to download via the meetings section of the APPGSTA web-site at: http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk/meetings.html
Royal Society report debated in the House of Lords
Several APPGSTA members spoke in last week’s debate in the House of Lords introduced by Baroness Byford to focus attention on the recommendations of the recent Royal Society report Reaping the Benefits.   
Speakers reinforced the urgent priority to restore the UK’s lost capacity in agricultural research and extension, focused not only on the needs of farmers in the UK but also in developing countries. The potential contribution of new agricultural technologies was highlighted, as well as the need to deploy existing scientific knowledge more effectively and to re-invest in neglected disciplines such as soil science, agronomy and agricultural engineering. Above all, there was a need to ensure public sector investment delivered practical impact and improvement on the ground.
A full transcript of the debate is available via the following link:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91210-0008.htm#09121067000393
Let UK Agriculture Compete

A progressive withdrawal of Government support from near-market agricultural research and technology transfer is highlighted as one of the major impediments to the competitiveness of UK farming in a new report issued by the Commercial Farmers Group (CFG). 
Highlighting a reduction over the past decade in the proportion of UK food consumption which is produced domestically, the report - entitled ‘Let UK Agriculture Compete’ - points to a decline in the competitiveness of UK agriculture, measured not only according to Total Factor Productivity but also in terms of the UK’s declining self-sufficiency over the past 10-20 years across many major sectors including pigs, poultry, beef, sheep, dairy products, fruit and vegetables. 

In relation to R&D, the CFG report calls for a co-ordinated approach to food security R&D across all sectors, with a renewed focus on more applied research and using scientific knowledge to solve practical challenges facing the industry. In addition, the report recommends the establishment of a lead research institute for each agricultural product sector with responsibility for basic, strategic and applied research for that sector, including collaboration with industry R&D and extension groups.

A full copy of the CFG report is available to download via the resources section of the APPGSTA web-site at: http://www.appg-agscience.org.uk/resource.html
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