[image: image1.png]ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY INAGRICULTURE





Update from David Kidney MP, Chair




21 May 2008


Professor Bob Watson

Following our inaugural meeting earlier this year, I have written to invite Professor Bob Watson, Defra Chief Scientific Adviser, as a guest speaker to the group. I hope to fix a date for the meeting before the Summer Recess, centred around his view of the role UK agriculture has to play in meeting global food security concerns, and how Defra science needs to change or adapt in response. 


Group Invitation to NIAB – 23 June

Members of the All-Party Group have been invited to visit the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB) in Cambridge on the morning of Monday 23 June for a discussion session and site tour focused on translational plant science. 
In 2004, a major review of BBSRC-funded crop science by Professor Chris Gilligan identified a need to re-focus research efforts and funding on the translation of basic plant science through to practical application in plant breeding and agriculture. 

NIAB have developed plans to establish a national pre-breeding facility at Cambridge to address this issue across a range of crops. The opening of a new pre-breeding laboratory on 23 June marks a significant step towards that objective. 

The NIAB visit will begin at 10.00am, concluding with a buffet lunch at 12.30pm. 

At our inaugural meeting, the importance of ensuring the UK maintains an effective and dynamic pipeline from laboratory to field was clearly identified as a key priority in meeting the new agricultural agenda. 

I do hope members of the group will be interested in this visit – for planning purposes I would be grateful for an early indication of your availability to attend, at the latest by 12 June 2008. 

 
Invitation to Fruit Focus
Haymarket Events have also extended a specific invitation to members of the All-Party Group to attend this year’s Fruit Focus event, which takes place at East Malling Research in Kent on Wednesday 23 July. A separate letter of invitation is attached to this update – members interested in attending should contact the event organisers directly. 


CFG report – The need for a new vision for UK agricultural R&D

In view of the forthcoming visit to NIAB and concerns expressed at our inaugural meeting about an erosion of the UK’s agricultural research capabilities, members will be interested to note the attached report recently issued by the Commercial Farmers Group (www.commercialfarmers.co.uk).
The report points to a significant decline in the growth of UK agricultural productivity since the mid-1980s, coinciding with reductions in public sector support for agricultural R&D. It argues that successes in producing world-class basic science in universities and institutes have been at the expense of applied R&D, concluding:

‘The impact on agricultural R&D has been a major erosion of research infrastructure and expertise in both universities and research institutes. A vacuum has been created between basic scientific research and practice. This vacuum has not only reduced the ability of new science to be translated successfully into practice, it has also stifled innovation at the applied level.’   
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