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PSD report on impact of EU pesticide approvals plans
In 2006, the European Commission announced a new ‘Thematic Strategy’ aimed at improving the way pesticides are used across the EU. Proposals for a new Regulation revising the 1991 Directive (91/414 EC) on the placing of plant protection products on the market were also adopted. The European Parliament has subsequently proposed further amendments to the Commission’s proposals.
The UK Government’s Pesticide Safety Directorate (PSD) has reviewed the potential impact of these proposals. PSD’s assessment report is attached. Its conclusions give serious cause for concern, and stand in marked contrast to current imperatives to raise agricultural productivity:  
“The Commission proposals could remove some substances which are particularly important in the UK for protection of minor crops such as carrots and parsnips. It is possible that the endocrine disruptor criteria could impact particularly on fungicide availability and might result in 20-30% yield losses in cereals. If the full potential impact of the current Parliament proposals were realised, conventional commercial agriculture in the UK (and much of the EC) as it is currently practised would not be achievable, with major impacts on crop yield and food quality.”

Dairy Science Forum report
Members will be interested to note the attached report from the Dairy Science Forum, entitled Provision of a scientific knowledge transfer-base for 21st century dairy farming in the UK. 
The Dairy Science Forum is a long-established and influential grouping of dairy sector experts, focused on the contribution of research, development and extension to the improvement of dairy science, welfare and practice. 
This new report strikes a familiar theme of a gradual erosion of applied expertise, research investment and infrastructure within the dairy sector, suggesting that the encouragement of so-called ‘high-quality’ publications in universities and research institutes has resulted in a general drift away from farm-relevant research:

‘Research is a continuum: passing from fundamental to strategic to applied to transfer. The Forum’s major concern is that the model is broken.’

The report also warns that industry rationalisation has brought a reduction in associated service sectors, including agricultural veterinary cover, with clear welfare and disease surveillance implications.    

Looking forward, the report suggests that UK dairy production has an important role to play in contributing to growing global demand for dairy products. The industry sits between a deteriorating past and a promising future, if scientists, farmers and advisors receive the necessary investment in a co-ordinated, UK-wide approach to strengthen research, skills and advice in the dairy sector. 

Visit www.dairyscienceforum.co.uk for further information. 

 
REMINDER - Group Invitation to NIAB – 23 June

A quick reminder that Members of the All-Party Group have been invited to visit the National Institute of Agricultural Botany (NIAB) in Cambridge on the morning of Monday 23 June for a discussion session and site tour focused on the need to re-focus research effort on the translation of basic plant science through to practical application in plant breeding and agriculture. 
NIAB have developed plans for a national pre-breeding centre at Cambridge to address this issue across a range of crops. The opening of a new laboratory on 23 June marks an important step towards that objective. The NIAB visit will begin at 10.00am, concluding with buffet lunch at 12.30pm. 
We have received responses from some Members - for planning purposes it would be helpful to have an early indication of others’ availability to attend, at the latest by 12 June 2008. 
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