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NEWS RELEASE
26 March 2010

All-Party Group focuses on UK agri-food research targets and needs
 
Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP, chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture, has announced plans for a major report later this year on UK agri-food research targets and needs.  

 

Presenting the All-Party Group’s second Annual Report, Ms Kennedy welcomed the strong policy emphasis over the past year on the measures needed to secure future food supplies. 

 

Government, NGOs, policy think-tanks and scientific institutions were as one in highlighting the importance of agricultural research in helping farmers become more resource efficient – producing more, using less.  

 

However, she warned that public sector research funding had to deliver a demonstrable return on investment through practical improvement on the ground if the objectives set out in the Government’s recent Food 2030 Strategy were to be achieved.  

 

“There are encouraging signs that the critical role of science and innovation in meeting our future food needs is recognised by policy-makers,” she said. 

 

“But major challenges remain. At a practical level, the UK’s capabilities and infrastructure for applied agricultural R&D and extension services have been progressively eroded over the past 25 years. Many research facilities have closed down, or lost their agricultural focus after merging with university departments. Such resources and expertise cannot be recreated overnight, and R&D funding needs to be targeted and applied to best effect.”
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“The All-Party Group’s recent programme of meetings has focused on the research targets and needs of different sectors of UK agriculture and the mechanisms available to support future research which will enable the UK to play its part in raising global food productivity by 50% over the next 20 years.”

 

“While recent estimates suggest that combined annual UK expenditure on agricultural R&D totals some £365m, the All-Party Group has frequently been told of an imbalance between investment in basic science and its translation into practice, reflected in a progressive decline in the international competitiveness of UK agriculture in recent decades.”

 

“I am delighted to announce that Professor David Leaver, former Principal of the Royal Agricultural College and a Member of the Government’s Council of Food Policy Advisors, has agreed to review the evidence presented to the All-Party Group in recent months, to identify potential gaps or barriers to progress, and to help the Group formulate clear advice to Government, research councils and other R&D funding bodies.”
 

“The report, including recommendations for action, will be presented to the next Government early in the new Parliamentary session,” said Ms Kennedy.  

 

Ends

Notes:
Further information about the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science & Technology n Agriculture is available on the Group’s web-site at www.appg-agscience.org.uk
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